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THE AIR FORCE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE

When the Air Force Small Computer Conference, sponsored by the Standard Systems Group at Maxwell Air Force Base, Gunter Annex, Ala., was founded almost two decades ago, the emphasis was on showing and demonstrating small-scale systems to uniformed military personnel and Defense Department civilians.  But today, workers use their systems to create graphics, download software from the Internet and send huge document files around the country or even around the world.  Additionally, military personnel regularly build local area networks and create home pages for the World Wide Web, once jobs considered the domain of technical specialists.
The Air Force Information Technology Conference, sponsored by the Standard Systems Group Maxwell Air Force Base, Gunter Annex, Alabama, is targeted for computer users, application developers, and technology managers from across the Air Force who identify and define requirements for information technology capabilities of tomorrow.  The conference allows DoD personnel to stay current on the latest technologies and to learn of future industry offerings and advances.


HISTORY

The Air Force established the Air Force Small Computer/Office Automation Service Organization (AFSCOASO) at the Air Force Data Systems Design Center (a unit that eventually became the Standard Systems Group) on May 17, 1982.  The AFSCOASO was charged with developing the first in a series of Air Force/Navy small computer requirements contracts.  The AFSCOASO was also responsible for assisting the Major Commands and Separate Operating Agencies in small computer/office automation initiatives.  

The AFSCOASO served as the primary small computer technical center for the USAF.  In this capacity, the AFSCOASO initiated the first Air Force-wide small computer conference on October 25-27, 1983.  The three-day event was hosted entirely by the 23-member AFSCOASO staff.  The conference replaced 10 command-sponsored conferences and attracted more than 1,000 attendees and 65 commercial vendors.  

The theme of the first conference was, “Small Computers in a Changing Base Level Environment.”  A conference brochure projected the delivery of 6,000 systems over the next three years.  In fact, following award of the first small computer requirements contract on 3 October 1983, the Delegation of Procurement Authority (DPA) for the three-year contract was exhausted in the first twelve months of the contract.  The Air Force sought and obtained two extensions of the DPA and sales rose to 49,000 units.

The first Air Force Small Computer Conference included 30 presentations by top Air Force and industry leaders in small computer technology with 10 workshops designed to address management issues.  The schedule included functional area workshops, Major Command technical center meetings and users meetings.  

The success of the first conference led the AFSCOASO to make the gathering an annual event.  Attendance doubled at the second conference (October 16-19, 1984).  That conference attracted 130 vendors.  

The conference has grown not only in types of products shown, but also in the number of people attending.  Since its founding, the show’s attendance has exploded, and the number of informational seminars, which cover a huge range of hardware and software technologies, has grown as well. The annual conference provides a forum for the cross-flow of information on a wide variety of computer, software and networking related issues/topics.

Of course, the heart of any trade show is found on the show floor.  It is here that attendees can discover vendor booths where the newest technologies can be seen, and best of all, tried.  In addition to product displays and demonstrations, many vendors will give mini-seminars and product tutorials right in their booths.  

The show’s product demonstrations, seminars and speeches can greatly impact the professional lives of the Air Force information systems professionals, managers, purchasers and technicians.  In addition to providing valuable training, the show allows attendees to sample technologies that they may want to implement in their offices and get ideas about how they should be implemented.  Moreover, those who attend often gain insight about how to better leverage their existing computer infrastructures, both from vendor suggestions and through networking with colleagues.
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