United States Air Force Headquarters Standard Systems Group (HQ SSG) Acquisitions Directorate (AQ) Small Business Office
The USAF HQ SSG/AQ understands the need for continual competition for Information Technology (IT) contractual vehicles placed on AFWay.  Competition ensures high quality products and significantly reduced prices for our mutual customers.  Businesses can gain access to AFWay in order to sell products by competing for Air Force enterprise contractual vehicles awarded by HQ SSG/AQ.  Contractual vehicles will be refreshed, added, or deleted as needed to keep pace with the fast-moving IT marketplace, to meet IT commodity strategies developed by the Air Force IT Commodity Council (ITCC),and to ensure Air Force (AF) and other federal customer needs are quickly met.

USAF HQ SSG, located at Maxwell Air Force Base-Gunter Annex, Alabama, provides and supports secure combat support information systems for the AF and Department of Defense (DoD). The group procures leading edge information technology products used by virtually every organization on AF military bases worldwide. HQ SSG is the Information Technology Center of Excellence for the Warfighter.

All HQ SSG/AQ’s Blanket Purchase Agreements (BPAs) are based on General Services Administration (GSA) Federal Supply Service (FSS) standards, but with lower pricing than GSA. Future IT Procurement Vehicles may include Indefinite Delivery Indefinite Quantity (IDIQ) Contracts, BPAs and other appropriate vehicle types, and could be competed using Full and Open Competition or as Small Business Set Asides.  The details of such would depend upon the specific commodity strategy approved by the Air Force.  
AFWAY Information

AFWay (https://afway.af.mil) is a web-based standard USAF system for purchasing Commercial Off The Shelf Information Technology (COTS) (IT). The system has a workflow process which guides users through processes for requirements approval, product selection, funding verification, purchase, and has an automated interface to the Air Force’s standard asset tracking systems (IPMS/ITAMS) 
Major benefits
· Helps AF-CIO ensure standards compliance

· Captures spend data for analysis and strategic sourcing activities

HQ SSG AQ aggressively promotes small business participation.  An integral part of the HQ SSG AQ’s acquisition philosophy is to provide opportunities to small businesses in areas they specialize and excel in, while not overburdening them with additional requirements outside of their core business area.  Small businesses have three ways to participate on AFWay:  

1. AFWay Blanket Purchase Agreements (BPAs) are obtained by submitting a competitive proposal when an official solicitation has been released and posted to Hanscom Electronic Request for Proposal Bulletin Board (HERBB) and Federal Business Opportunities (FedbizOpps) for a requirement. 

2. MAJCOM Unique Contracts can be obtained by contracting with individual MAJCOM contracting officers and participating in their local processes for award of MAJCOM-Unique contracts when requirements are identified. 

3. Respond to Request for Quotations from AFWay as a non-contract vendor (you can register on AFWay to receive a RFQ from the various MAJCOM contracting officers and government purchase card holders). In addition, small businesses may also form teaming arrangements with vendors currently selling products on AFWay through MAJCOM Unique contracts or the Air Force Enterprise vehicles issued by HQ SSG.
Current Events and Future changes
AFWay is mandatory for use in accordance with (AF CIO Policy) effective August 29, 2003 for all AF PC buys (Desktops and Notebooks) and is projected to become mandatory in the future, for other categories of IT Commodities. Also, AFWay provides MAJCOM CIO’s control of IT purchasing and reduces Total Cost of Ownership (TCO)
In summary, companies interested in providing products on AFWay should monitor the following websites for additional information:
1.  Electronic Systems Center’s (ESCs) Hanscom Electronic Request for Proposal
     Bulletin Board (HERBB) website at http://www.herbb.hanscom.af.mil/
2.  Federal Business Opportunities (FBO) website at http://www.fedbizopps.gov
3.  HQ SSG website at http://web1.ssg.gunter.af.mil 

4.  AFWay website at https://afway.af.mil/ for future business opportunities

5.  Small businesses may contact individual MAJCOMs through the AFWay website
     (see MAJCOM contacts listing)
6.  Contact AFWay vendors, especially re-seller vendors, for partnering opportunities (see AFWay 
     website to find vendors—the AF cannot endorse or facilitate these opportunities since they are
     purely business-to-business arrangements)
Vendor quality is of high importance to the Air Force.  Vendor quality will be ensured by selecting vendors with a past performance history which demonstrates a strong commitment to quality.
For additional information on HQ SSG Small Business strategies and Small Business Vendors seeking opportunities regarding current contracts and future business, contact:
Ms. Rosa L. Shannon
Director of Small Business,
Historically Black Colleges and Universities/Minority Universities
Headquarters Standard Systems Group

Acquisition Directorate (HQ SSG/AQ)

(334) 416-5415 DSN:  596-5415
rosa.shannon@gunter.af.mil
